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Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; In all your 
ways acknowledge Him; and He will make your paths straight. 

Proverbs 3:5-6    
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·  Start where you are 

If you're just starting high school, you can do some things now to help get ready for college. Here are a few ideas to 
get you started. 

 
·  Read every day 

People who read more know more. Read at least 30 minutes every day, in addition to studying and doing homework. 
This habit will pay off when you take tests with timed reading sections, like college admission tests. 

 
·  Get involved 

Getting ready for college isn't all work. Find something you really like doing, and then dive into it. Maybe you're drawn 
to sports, student council, music or art. Join a school group or club, or find other ways to follow your passion. You'll 
develop skills and show colleges you can make a commitment and stick with it. 

 
·  Involve your family 

If your family members haven't been to college themselves, they may think they can't help you with college planning. 
That's not true. They know you well and can help you make good choices. Have your family members work with your 
teachers and school counselors to get you on the path to college. 

 
·  Find a mentor 

Look for adults who can support you and help you reach your goals. If you're interested in a particular subject or 
activity, let a teacher or school counselor know about it. Find someone you trust to talk to about your goals. 

 
·  If a problem comes up, ask for help 

If you have a problem that's getting in the way of schoolwork, ask someone you trust and respect for advice or help—
whether it's a friend, family member, coach, doctor or teacher. If you're having trouble with a class, talk with a teacher 
or school counselor about what type of tutoring or other assistance is available. 

 
·  Take challenging courses 

Take available advanced courses. Colleges look at your grades, but they also pay attention to how tough your 
courses are—they want to see that you've challenged yourself. Also, if you take college-level courses, such as AP or 
IB classes, you may be able to get college credit. 

 
·  Get ready for college-admission tests 

As a sophomore, get on track to take the SAT or ACT. One way to do this is by taking the PSAT/NMSQT. This is not 
an admission test, but taking it is good practice for admission tests. If you take it again as a junior, it can also help you 
qualify for scholarships. Ask your school counselor if it's given at your school. 

 
·  Talk to people in the know 

Find out about college admission, academics and campus life by asking someone who's experienced it, such as 
students from your high school who are now in college. Ask your school counselors and teachers questions and learn 
about their experiences. Talk to a college professor or administrator to get more information. 

�
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You might think that college is just high school continued, but it’s not. College 
opens doors for you that high school doesn’t. And college can change you and 
shape you in ways that you might not imagine. 
Unlock Opportunities 
Thanks to all the knowledge, skills and experience you’ll gain in college, you’ll be 
able to adapt to a greater variety of jobs and careers. Statistics show that a college 
diploma can help you: 
·  Get a job 
·  Keep a job 
·  Make more money 

Become More Independent 
College work will challenge and inspire you. In college, you will: 

·  Explore subjects in greater depth than you did in high school 
·  Choose your own courses and class schedule 
·  Decide which extracurricular activities you’ll focus on — and how much time you’ll give them 

 
College helps students develop into mature, responsible and independent adults. But you’re not 
entirely on your own: colleges offer students many kinds of help making this transition, such as 
tutoring and academic advising as well as counseling and other support. 
Explore Your Options 
One of the great things about being able to choose your own courses is that you get the opportunity 
to explore. You can try classes in a lot of different subjects, or you can dive right into a favorite 
subject. You may choose to begin training for a career right away. Or you may pick a major after 
taking some time to check out your options. Colleges offer classes and majors in subjects you’ve 
studied in high school — plus many more that you haven’t. 
Whatever your destination, college can help get you there. 
Explore Outside the Classroom 
College is about much more than just course work. A campus is its own world, and students have the 
chance to experience a wide range of activities. For example, college students may be able to: 

·  Publish newspapers 
·  Create TV and radio broadcasts 
·  Run their own government 
·  Stage performances 
·  Play sports 
·  Volunteer to improve their communities 

The list goes on. And you don’t have to live on campus to experience campus life. 
Invest in Yourself 
As you take on college work and participate in college life, you’ll encounter new ideas and challenges. 
Along the way, you’ll:  

·  Build knowledge, skills and brainpower 
·  Discover new passions 
·  Follow and satisfy your curiosity 
·  Learn more about yourself 
·  Bond with new friends 
·  Prepare for a future in which you are better able to give back������
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Many high school students feel that they need to have their whole lives planned 
out before graduation. That’s a lot of pressure to take on, and it really isn’t 
practical because your goals and desires change over time. At this point, the 
best way to prepare for the process of career planning is to take some steps to 
get to know more about yourself. 

 
Start by considering your options. You can take many paths, and you may discover new talents and 
passions in the process of exploring. The quick exercises below can help lead you in the right 
direction. 
1. Think About What You Love 
What classes have you found especially inspiring? What activities keep you so absorbed that you 
don't even notice how much time has passed? List 10 things you love can help reveal possible 
paths. 
 
Can you make connections between elements on your list? Are a group of items related to the arts or 
social activities or technology? What can you build by combining your passions? 
Many people work in a few different jobs before choosing a career path. 
2. Identify Defining Experiences 
Think about three experiences that taught you somet hing about yourself. Choose the one that 
gave you the greatest sense of satisfaction and write a sentence that explains why that was so. If you 
can pinpoint what makes you happy, you can aim toward a career that will provide those types of 
experiences. 
3. Create a Self-Portrait 
Are you friendly, creative, impatient, funny, organized? Try writing down a list of 10 qualities you 
feel describe your personality. Ask your friends and family to name some of your qualities — 
sometimes other people see us more clearly than we see ourselves. Add their suggestions to your 
list. Now think about what sort of career fits the person your list describes. 
4. Consider Your Strengths and Weaknesses 
Make a list of your five top strengths and weakness es. What sorts of employers would be 
interested in your strengths? If you’re a good public speaker, for example, explore what types of 
careers call for that skill. Your weaknesses can also tell you a lot about where you might go. You can 
either steer away from careers that require skills you’re not confident about or work to improve 
weaknesses that may keep you from your goals. 
5. Explore Careers 
What do actuaries or archaeologists really do? What sorts of opportunities will there be in the future 
for architects or art directors? Imagine yourself in different roles as you explore majors and 
career profiles . You can find information on more than 300 careers here, which range from air traffic 
controller to wildlife technician. 
 
Remember, even if you know someone who has been planning to be a doctor since the age of seven, 
most young people don’t know what they want to do or be. Many adults actually work in a few 
different jobs before selecting a career path. You have time to get to know yourself and find a career 
that suits you. 
�
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September            
[  ] Review your class schedule to make sure you are on track for graduation next year. 
[  ] Concentrate on doing well in classes. College admission officers weigh junior and senior grades heavily.  
[  ] Begin preparing for the PSAT, SAT’s and ACT.  
[  ] Attend NACCAP College Fair at Grace Community School.  
[  ] Continue building portfolios and resumes.  
[  ] Meet with college admissions counselors during their visits to ETCA. 
  
October  
[  ] Take the PSAT.  
      * Remember, high scores on the PSAT can earn you the right to take dual credit  
         college courses and will qualify you for t he National Merit Scholarship Program. 
[  ] Begin to think about preferences in colleges such as location, size, emphasis, etc. and narrow down 
interests.  
 
November  
[  ] Attend Tyler Chamber of Commerce College Fair.   
[  ] Mark SAT & ACT deadlines in calendar. Take the SAT in Jan, ACT in April.  
[  ] Contact colleges you are interested in and begin requesting information and find out about Campus Preview 
Days. 
 
December  
[  ] Continue building resumes.  
[  ] Register for the SAT.  
 
January  
[  ] PSAT scores arrive.   
  
February  
[  ] Begin scheduling courses for senior year and discussion of college search.  
[  ] Register for the ACT.  
 
March  
[  ] Arrange college visits during Spring Break.  
  
April  
[  ] Explore summer options for work or enrichment / educational programs.  
 
May  
[  ] Take the TSI exam at TJC if you will be taking a dual credit course. 
[  ] Update resume with this year’s extracurricular activities, awards earned and  
      any special honors.  
 
June  
[  ] Visit college campuses.  
[  ] Participate in service projects, summer jobs, summer programs.  
 
July  
[  ] Set up a filing system for college materials.  
 



 
 

8 
 

       ��
��������
�����
��  
�

�
�

September            
[  ] Finalize your list of colleges and begin the application process.  
[  ] Attend the Christian College Fair at Grace Community School 
[  ] Register to retake SAT/ACT. Make sure test results are sent to colleges.  
[  ] Update your portfolio with new information from summer.  
 
October  
[  ] Take/retake the SAT or ACT.  
[  ] Contact your choice colleges to set up an interview, if recommended by the college.  
[  ] Visit fafsa.ed.gov to submit your Free Application for Federal Student Aid. The application opens October 1. 
[  ] Begin work on college application essays. 
[  ] Begin asking teachers, counselors, and employers for letters of recommendation.  
 
November  
[  ] Take/retake the SAT or ACT.  
[  ] Attend Tyler Chamber of Commerce College Fair.  
 
December  
[  ] Finalize college applications.  
[  ] Take the SAT or ACT again if you are dissatisfied with your scores.  
[  ] Apply for outside funding or scholarships.  
[  ] All applications need to be completed by the end of this month.  
 
January  
[  ] Submit the FAFSA Application. Keep copies of all forms.  
[  ] If your university requires mid-year reports, give these forms to Mrs. Beckendorff.  
 
February  
[  ] Midyear reports due.  
 
March  
[  ] Take a breather… Enjoy Spring Break. PHEW!!!!!  
 
April  
[  ] Watch mail for college acceptance and financial aid award letters.  
[  ] Once you have made your college choice, be sure to decline offers from other colleges.  
[  ] Watch for important deadlines for housing and financial aid applications.  
 
May  
[  ] Take the TSI if you will attend a public Texas university.  
[  ] May 1st is the deadline to notify colleges of your decision.  
[  ] If you were “wait-listed” by a college and intend to enroll if accepted, call, visit, or write to the admissions 
director to see how to strengthen your application.  
[  ] Request final transcripts to be sent to your college of choice.  
[  ] GRADUATION!   

 
Delight yourself in the LORD and He will give you the desires of your heart. 
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�  Work Full-Time    
Joining the work force full-time means working 40 hours per week for pay that reflects your  job skill and 
work experience. 
 

�  Military     
The military consists of armed forces that serve on land, in the air, and on the seas.  
Most offer tuition assistance and reimbursements as well as training for specific duties. 
 

�  Vocational-Technical and Career Colleges 
Vocational-technical and career colleges offer specialized training in a particular industry or career. 
Possible programs of study include the culinary arts, firefighting, dental hygiene, cosmetology, medical-
records technology, etc. These colleges usually offer certificates or associate degrees. 
 

�  Community Colleges / Two-Year Colleges 
Community colleges offer two-year associate degrees that prepare you to transfer to a four-year college to 
earn a bachelor's degree. They also offer other associate degrees and certificates that focus on preparing 
you for a certain career. Community colleges are often an affordable option with relatively low tuition. 
 

�  Public and Private Colleges 
Public colleges are funded by local and state governments and usually offer lower tuition rates than private 
colleges, especially for students who are residents of the state where a college is located. Private colleges 
rely mainly on tuition, fees and private sources of funding. Private donations can sometimes provide 
generous financial aid packages for students.  
 
Some colleges focus on a specific interest or stude nt population. These include: 
 

·  Arts colleges:  Art colleges and conservatories focus on the arts. In addition to regular course work, these 
colleges provide training in areas such as photography, music, theater or fashion design. Most of these 
colleges offer associate or bachelor's degrees in the fine arts or a specialized field. 

·  Single-sex colleges:  All four-year public colleges, and most private colleges, are coed. But there are 
some private colleges that are specifically for men or for women. 

·  Religiously affiliated colleges:  Some private colleges are connected to a religious faith. The connection 
may be historic only, or it may affect day-to-day student life. 

·  Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs ): focus on educating African American students. 
HBCUs offer programs, services and activities relevant to black students. 

·  Hispanic-serving institutions (HSIs) are colleges where at least 25 percent of the full-time undergraduate 
students are Hispanic.  
 



 
 

10 
 

4������=#%	���$���
�
��2���=#���;���
�

Some students want to find the perfect college. The truth is, there’s no such thing. You 
can find many colleges at which you’ll be happy and get a great education. The college 
search is about exploring who you are and what you want and then finding colleges that 
will meet your goals. 
 
Still, you do need to narrow down the possibilities into a manageable list.  
 

Here are steps you can take to find colleges where you will thrive. 
 
Ask yourself what’s important to you, where you wan t to be and who you want to become.  Then you 
can figure out what types of colleges will allow you to reach your goals. 
 

Here are some aspects to consider: 
·  Size       • Housing options 

·  Location      • Makeup of the student body 

·  Distance from home    • Available extracurricular activities 

·  Available majors and classes   • Campus atmosphere 
 

Think about what you want to accomplish in college.  Do you want to train for a specific job or get a wide-
ranging education? If you have a major in mind, are the colleges you’re considering strong in that area? 
 
While it’s good to have some ideas in mind about what sorts of colleges will be right for you, stay open to all 
the possibilities at the beginning of your search. 
 
Challenge your assumptions about what will work for  you.  For example, “you may not think you're able to 
thrive in a large institution because you come from a small high school, but ... you may actually do better in that 
type of setting,” notes Luis Martinez-Fernandez, a history professor at the University of Central Florida. 
 
Talk to people who know you.  Tell parents, teachers, relatives, family friends and your school counselor 
about your goals, and ask if they can suggest colleges that may be a good fit for you. 
 
Don’t limit your search.  At the start of this process, you may rule out colleges because you think that they are 
too expensive or too hard to get into, but this may not be the reality. Remember that financial aid can make 
college more affordable and colleges look at more than just grades and test scores. 
 
Once you have a list of schools, it’s time to do re search.  To learn more about the colleges you're 
considering, check out college guidebooks and the colleges’ websites. Jot down your questions and get 
answers by: 

·  Talking to your school counselor or teachers 
·  Checking out colleges’ student blogs, if available 
·  Contacting college admission officials 
·  Asking admission officials to recommend current students or recent graduates to talk to 
·  Visiting college campuses, if possible  
 

During your search, keep asking yourself questions about your preferences and goals. You are changing 
throughout high school, so your answers may change during the search process.  Remember that there are 
many good college matches for every student, and that you can be successful at many types of schools. 
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As you begin your college search, one of the first decisions you need to make — and one that helps narrow your list — is 
what size college you want to attend. U.S. colleges offer many options, from small colleges with fewer than 1,000 students 
to large state universities with more than 35,000 students. What's best for you depends a lot on your personality and 
academic goals. 
 
Do you picture yourself at a Big Ten university that offers everything from televised sporting events to countless degree 
programs? Are you itching to break free of the high school fishbowl and enjoy the anonymity that comes with being one of 
thousands of students? Then a big college might be a good fit for you. 
 
Here are some benefits associated with big colleges . Remember, these may not be true of all of them: 

·  Wide variety of majors and courses 
·  Well-stocked libraries 
·  Variety of housing opportunities 
·  Well-funded sports programs 
·  Wide range of academic choices and student activities 
·  Distinguished or famous faculty 
·  State-of-the-art research facilities 
 

Things to Consider 
 

To succeed at a big college, it's best to go in knowing what subjects or general areas you're interested in pursuing. 
Students who do best at large colleges tend to be go-getters who are not afraid to speak up and take advantage of the 
many opportunities available. 
 
Introductory classes at a large college may contain hundreds of students. Some students find this environment exciting. 
Others feel overwhelmed. 
 
Another point: If you're attracted to a college because of its famous faculty, find out how many classes are actually taught 
by the professors, and not by their teaching assistants. 
 
Administrative red tape is also something to think about — large colleges tend to have a lot of it. For example, enrolling in 
a course that's not part of your major may require multiple signatures and approvals. 
 
Do you enjoy personal attention from teachers and advisers? Then a small college may be just what you need. Some 
students find that a smaller setting is a better fit. Although there may be fewer facilities, there are also fewer students to 
compete with. 
 
Here are some benefits associated with small colleg es. Again, these may not be true of all of them: 

·  Small class sizes 
·  Hands-on learning opportunities 
·  Individually designed majors 
·  Strong advising system; advisers know students well 
·  Strong sense of community 
·  Professors, not teaching assistants, teach most courses 
·  Opportunity to get to know professors well 

 
Things to Consider 
 

Small colleges don't offer as many majors as big colleges; however, some of them let you design your own. 
Courses at small colleges are usually taught by professors, not teaching assistants. The professors may even know your 
name and areas of interest. 
Be aware that small colleges do not have the research facilities of large universities. If you're hoping to be a research 
assistant, find out what kind of work and facilities are available before you apply. Although you'll find a robust social life at 
most small colleges,  you'll find less in terms of big sporting events and variety. However, there is often a stronger sense 
of community. 
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Visiting a college campus helps you get a sense of what a college — and life at that college 
— is like. This can help you decide whether the college is right for you. 

When planning your campus visits, make sure to allow time to explore each college. While 
you’re there, talk to as many people as possible. These can include college admission staff, 
professors and students. Below are some other things you can do while visiting. Note that 
some activities, such as meeting with an admission officer or staying overnight in a dorm, 
might need to be set up in advance. 

Gather Information 
 

Find out what you need to do to apply and see if th e college’s class and major offerings are what you want: 
��� �  Take part in a group information session at the admission office. 
��� �  Interview with an admission officer. 
��� �  Pick up financial aid forms. 
��� �  Sit in on a class that interests you. If classes aren’t in session, just see what the classrooms are like. 
��� �  Meet a professor who teaches a subject that interests you. 
��� �  Talk to students about what they think of their classes and professors. 
��� �  Get the names of the people you meet and their business cards so you can contact them later if you have 

questions. 

Explore the Campus 
 

Get a feel for student life and see if this college  is a place where you will do well: 
��� �  Take a campus tour. 
��� �  Talk to current students about life on campus and the college. 
��� �  Check out the freshmen dorms and stay overnight with a student, if possible. 
��� �  Visit the dining hall, fitness center, library, career center, bookstore and other campus facilities. 
��� �  Talk to the coaches of sports that you may want to play. 
��� �  Walk or drive around the community surrounding the campus. 

Check Out Campus Media 
 

Tune in to learn what’s happening on campus and wha t’s on students’ minds: 
��� �  Listen to the college radio station. 
��� �  Read the student newspaper. 
��� �  Read other student publications, such as department newsletters, alternative newspapers and literary reviews. 
��� �  Scan bulletin boards to see what daily student life is like. 
��� �  Go to the career center and learn what services it offers. 
��� �  Browse the school’s website and any campus blogs. 

Questions to Ask During Your Visit 
 

Here are some questions you may want to ask your to ur guide or students you meet on campus: 
��� �  What are the best reasons to go to this college? 
��� �  What’s it like to go from high school to college? 
��� �  What do you do in your free time? On the weekends? 
��� �  What do you love about this college? 
��� �  What do you wish you could change about this college? 
��� �  Why did you choose this college? 
��� �  What is it like to live here? 
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The PSAT/NMSQT (or National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test) is a preliminary version of the SAT. The test is 2 hours 
and 45 minutes long and divided into 3 sections testing your skills in Reading, Writing and Language, and Math. Each 
section on the PSAT has a scaled score from 8-38 points, and a combination Evidence-Based Reading and Writing / Math 
score ranging from 320-1520. 
 

Section  Length  Question Types  

Reading 
Total PSAT testing time is 2 hours, 45 
minutes 

Command of Evidence, Words in 
Context, Analysis in History/Social 
Studies and in Science 

Writing and Language  

Command of Evidence, Words in 
Context, Analysis in History/Social 
Studies and in Science, Expression of 
Ideas, Standard English Conventions 

Math  

*Heart of Algebra, which focuses on 
the mastery of linear equations and 
systems 
*Problem Solving and Data Analysis, 
which is about being quantitatively 
literate 
*Passport to Advanced Math, which 
features questions that require the 
manipulation of complex equations 

Not only is the PSAT great practice for taking the SAT or ACT, a great score can also open the door to National Merit 
Scholarships and other awards. 
 
 
Why Prepare for the PSAT/NMSQT? 

 

1. With a high PSAT score, you could qualify for a Nat ional Merit Scholarship and other awards  
Juniors taking the PSAT are automatically entered into the National Merit Program, a competition for recognition 
and undergraduate scholarships conducted by the nonprofit National Merit Scholarship Corporation. Nearly $50 
million is awarded to outstanding participants every year. As an individual, you can earn $2,500 for your college 
education. Beyond that, there are scholarships awarded on PSAT performance for gifted students, as well as 
ethnicity-based scholarships for Hispanic and African American students. 

 

2. Taking the PSAT can help you score higher on the SA T 
Based on a recent College Board report, students who took the PSAT in their sophomore or junior years scored a 
combined 233 points higher than students who did not take the PSAT at all. It's not surprising: practice makes 
perfect and the PSAT is a great way to practice for the SAT. 

 

3. You will build your test taking confidence  
Taking the PSAT is an important first step in the college admissions process. It's a great way to gauge how well 
you'll do on the SAT and compare your skill level with students nationwide. After all, they will be your competition 
in the college admissions process. Taking the PSAT without preparation and doing poorly as a result will hurt your 
confidence level which can have lingering negative effects when taking the SAT or ACT. 
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Texas Success Initiative  
 

 

If you are planning to attend a Texas public university, you will need to take the TSI before you begin your first semester 
of college. It is recommended that you take TSI early spring of your senior year so that the information that you just 
learned is still fresh, or in your junior year as a requirement for taking dual credit courses.  Although scores on the TSI do 
not determine admission, many schools use scores for placement. You may be exempted from taking the TSI.  Check 
with the Academic Counselor to see if you qualify.  **Summer course work taken at TJC requires entrance  scores on 
the TSI*  
 

The SAT at a Glance                    Adapted from collegeboard.org/sat 
 

Generally, you'll take the SAT for the first time in the spring of your junior year. This allows you enough time to re-take the 
test during the fall of your senior year if you're not satisfied with your score. 
 

Section  Length  Focus  

Reading (Part of Evidence-Based Reading 
and Writing) One 65-Minute Section 

*Finding evidence in a passage (or pair of 
passages) that best supports the answer to 
a previous question or serves as the basis 
for a reasonable conclusion 
*Identifying how authors use evidence to 
support their claims 
*Finding a relationship between an 
informational graphic and the passage it’s 
paired with 

Math 
One 80-Minute Section 
(Includes one calculator and one no-
calculator portion) 

*Heart of Algebra, which focuses on the 
mastery of linear equations and systems 
*Problem Solving and Data Analysis, which 
is about being quantitatively literate 
*Passport to Advanced Math, which 
features questions that require the 
manipulation of complex equations 

Writing and Language (Part of Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing) One 35-Minute Section 

*Command of Evidence, which focuses on 
improving the way passages develop 
information 
*Words in Context, which is choosing the 
best word based on surrounding text 
*Analysis in History/Social Studies and 
Science, which is making editorial 
decisions to improve written passages 
*Expression of Ideas, which includes 
making structural changes to improve 
cohesiveness of sentences and paragraphs 
*Standard English Conventions, which 
include sentence structure, usage, and 
punctuation 

Essay (Optional, but many schools require 
it) One 50-Minute Section 

After reading a passage, explaining in 
essay form how the author builds an 
argument to persuade an audience and 
supporting your explanation with evidence 
from the passage 
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The ACT at a Glance                   Adapted from About the Tests on www.kaptest.com  
 

Generally, you'll take the ACT for the first time in the spring of your junior year. This allows you to reserve the summer 
months for college applications or enough time to re-take the test during the fall of your senior year if you're not satisfied 
with your score. 
 

Section  Length  Question Types  

English 45 Minutes 40  Usage/Mechanics Questions 
35  Rhetorical Skills Questions 

Mathematics 60 Minutes 

14  Arithmetic Questions 
10  Elementary Algebra Questions 
  9  Intermediate Algebra Questions 
  9  Coordinate Geometry Questions 
14  Plane Geometry Questions 
  4  Trigonometry Questions 

Reading 35 Minutes 10  Social Studies, 10 Prose Fiction, 10 
Humanities, 10 Natural Sciences Questions 

Science 35 Minutes 
15  Data Representation Questions 
18  Research Summary Questions 
  7  Conflicting Viewpoint Questions  

Writing Test  
(Optional, but may be required  

by some colleges for consideration)  
30 Minutes  

 
Respond to a question about your position 
on an issue 
 
 

Should I Take the ACT or SAT?              Adapted from About the Tests on www.kaptest.com  
Both the ACT and the SAT are nationally administered standardized tests that help colleges evaluate candidates. The 
SAT is a “reasoning test” designed to test critical thinking skills as well as knowledge. The ACT is an “assessment test” 
designed to test how much a student has learned in four years of high school. The ACT contains a section on Science 
and Data Analysis. Check with the colleges you are applying to and see if they prefer one of the tests over the other. If so, 
register and take that test.  
 

Because of the differences in the tests, some students may be better at the ACT than the SAT, or vice versa. If you’re 
interested in schools that will accept either test, take the test where you score better. To find out which test is better for 
you, take a practice test of each and see how you score. 
 

Scoring  
  ACT SAT 

Score 

Composite of 1-36 based on average 
scores from the 4 test sections 
4 scores of 1-36 for each test 
Optional Writing Test score of 0-12 (not 
included in the overall score)  

Score range of 200-800 for Evidence-
Based Reading and Writing and Math for a 
sum of 400-1600 for the two-section scores 
Score Range of 10-40 for Reading, Writing, 
and Math 
Score of 2-8 for the Essay  
Cross-Test Score of 10-40 for Analysis in 
History/Social Studies and Analysis in 
Science (based on selected questions in 
the Reading, Writing and Language, and 
Math Tests) 

Wrong Answer Penalty No penalty for wrong answers  No penalty for wrong answers 
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2017-2018 ACT Test Dates                To register go to www.actstudent.org 
 

Test Date   Registration Deadlines 
    Regular Deadline  Late Fee Required 
September 9, 2017  August 4, 2017   August 5-18, 2017 
October 28, 2017  September 22, 2017  September 23-October 6, 2017 
December 9, 2017  November 3, 2017  November 4-17, 2017 
February 10, 2018  January 12, 2018  January 13-19, 2018 
April14, 2018   March 9, 2018   March 10-23, 2018 
June 9, 2018   May 4, 2018   May 5-18, 2018 
July 14, 2018   June 15, 2018   June 16-22, 2018 
 
 
 

2017-2018 SAT Test Dates               To register go to www.collegeboard.org 
 

Test Date   Registration Deadlines 
    Regular Deadline  Late Fee Required 
August 26, 2017  July 28, 2017   July 29-August 15, 2017 
October 7, 2017   September 8, 2017  September 9-19, 2017 
November 4, 2017  October 5, 2017   October 6-25, 2017 
December 2, 2017            November 2, 2017  November 3-21, 2017 
March 10, 2018   February 9, 2018  February 10-28, 2018 
May 5, 2018   April 6, 2018   April 7-25, 2018 
June 2, 2018   May 3, 2018   May 4-23, 2018 
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One month before the test 
�  Start going to bed earlier and getting up earlier so your body gets used to the time you 

have to be awake for the big day. 
�  Spend 35-40 minutes a day working SAT/ACT practice questions. 
�  Do all your practice exercises under the same conditions as the test: with not interruptions 

like phone, TV, or music. 
�  Prepare academically and review your strengths. 

 

The day before the test 
�  Don’t study! By this point, cramming probably won’t help, and it might stress you out. 
�  Go to bed at a decent hour. Not too early, though, or you’ll end up having a fitful sleep. 
�  Set your alarm clock and ask a sibling or parent to set theirs, too. 

 

The night before the test checklist 
�  Your Admission Ticket. When you registered online, there was an option to print the Admission Ticket. If you 

misplaced it, go online to print another or call the Educational Testing Service at 609.771.7600. For ACT, call 
319.337.1270. 

�  Photo ID driver’s license, school ID, passport, etc.) 
�  Two (2) #2 lead pencils or mechanical pencils and a good, clean eraser. 
�  Calculator with brand new batteries. 
�  Your watch. 
�  Any snacks to munch on during breaks and water bottles. 
 

The morning of the test 
�  Give yourself plenty of time to do all your morning routines at a relaxed pace. 
�  Eat breakfast. Try to stick with something you are used to eating. An early morning bellyache can really throw you off 

course! 
�  Wear comfortable shoes and dress in layers for those too cold or too hot rooms. 
�  Plan to get there by 8am. You won’t be stressed out about being late. 
�  Use the bathroom before the test. You’ll have time to go during your first break, but not the second. 
�  Take a deep breath and trust your instincts. 
 

Test taking tips  
�  Take a mock SAT/ACT before the real thing so you don’t get stumped by instructions or the format of the test. There 

is a practice test that comes with the registration bulletin. 
�  If a math diagram is labeled “FIGURE NOT DRAWN TO SCALE” redraw the picture yourself to scale to avoid being 

misled. 
�  Don’t get stuck on a question. If you find that you are spending more than two or three minutes on any question, skip 

it and move on. Go back later when you have time. 
�  Always guess on a question if you can eliminate two answers you know are wrong. 
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Colleges often ask for two or three recommendation letters from people who know you 
well. These letters should be written by someone who can describe your skills, 
accomplishments and personality. 
 

Colleges value recommendations because they: 
·  Reveal things about you that grades and test scores can’t 
·  Provide personal opinions of your character 
·  Show who is willing to speak on your behalf 

 

Letters of recommendation work for you when they: 
·  Showcase your skills and abilities 
·  Present you in the best possible light 

When to Ask for Recommendations 
Make sure to give your references at least one month before your earliest deadline to complete and send your letters. The 
earlier you ask, the better. Remember that some teachers will be writing whole stacks of letters, which takes time. Your 
teachers will do a better job on your letter if they don’t have to rush. 
Whom to Ask 

It’s your job to find people to write letters of re commendation for you.  
Follow these steps to start the process: 

·  Read each of your college applications carefully. Schools often ask for letters of recommendation from an 
academic teacher — sometimes in a specific subject — or a school counselor or both. 

·  Choose one of your teachers from junior year or a current teacher who has known you for a while. Colleges want 
a current perspective on you, so a teacher from several years ago isn't the best choice. 

·  Consider asking a teacher who also knows you outside the classroom. For example, a teacher who directed you 
in a play or advised your debate club can make a great reference. 

·  Consider other adults — such as an employer, a coach, or an adviser from an activity outside of school who have 
a good understanding of you and your strengths.   

·  Perhaps most important, pick someone who will be enthusiastic about writing the letter for you.  If you’re unsure 
about asking someone in particular, politely ask if he or she feels comfortable recommending you. That’s a good 
way to avoid weak letters. 

How to Get the Best Recommendations 
Some teachers write many recommendation letters each year. Even if they know you well, it’s a good idea to take some 
time to speak with them. Make it easy for them to give positive, detailed information about your achievements and your 
potential by refreshing their memory. 
 

Here’s how: 
·  Talk to them about your class participation. 
·  Remind them of specific work or projects you’re proud of. 
·  Tell them what you learned in class. 
·  Mention any challenges you overcame. 

 
Whether approaching teachers, a counselor or another reference, you may want to provide them with a resume that 
briefly outlines your activities, both in and outside the classroom, and your goals. 
Fi 
nal Tips 

The following advice is easy to follow and can real ly pay off: 
·  Waive your right to view recommendation letters on your application forms.  Admission officers will trust them 

more if you haven’t seen them. 
·  Give your references addressed and stamped envelopes for each college that requested a recommendation. 
·  Make sure your references know the deadlines for each college.Follow up with your references a week or so 

before recommendations are due to make sure your letters have been sent. 
·  Once you’ve decided which college to attend, write thank-you notes. Tell your references where you’re going and 

let them know how much you appreciate their support. 
�
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When you apply to college, you’ll need to complete an essay as part of your application. 
This is your opportunity to show admission officers who you are and to provide information 
about yourself that didn’t fit in other areas of your application. The essay also reveals what 
you can do when you have time to think and work on a writing project. 

 

1. The number one piece of advice from admission officers about your essay is “Be yourself.”  
 

2. The number two suggestion is “Start early.”  
 

Check out these other tips before you begin. 
Choose a Topic That Will Highlight You 
Don’t  focus on the great aspects of a particular college, the amount of dedication it takes to be a doctor or the number of 
extracurricular activities you took part in during high school. 
Do share your personal story and thoughts, take a creative approach and highlight areas that aren’t covered in other parts 
of the application, like your high school records. 

 
“I think that letting the readers get to know you on a personal level is something everyone should strive for in writing an admission 

essay. Reveal your true self.” 
   Michelle, high school senior 

 

“When I met with an admission counselor at the University of Maryland, the thing she most emphasized was to be creative and 
different. She said that they too often get the same essays over and over again, so the creative ones that come by really stand out.” 

       Jen, high school senior 
 
Don’t  try to cover too many topics. This will make the essay sound like a résumé that doesn’t provide any details about 
you. 
Do focus on one aspect of yourself so the readers can learn more about who you are. Remember that the readers must 
be able to find your main idea and follow it from beginning to end. Ask a parent or teacher to read just your introduction 
and tell you what he or she thinks your essay is about. 
Show, Don’t Tell 
Don’t  simply state a fact to get an idea across, such as “I like to surround myself with people with a variety of 
backgrounds and interests.” 
Do include specific details, examples, reasons and so on to develop your ideas. For the example above, describe a 
situation when you were surrounded by various types of people. What were you doing? Whom did you talk with? What did 
you take away from the experience? 
Use Your Own Voice 
Don’t  rely on phrases or ideas that people have used many times before. These could include statements like, “There is 
so much suffering in the world that I feel I have to help people.” Avoid overly formal or business-like language, and don’t 
use unnecessary words. 
Do write in your own voice. For the above example, you could write about a real experience that you had and how it made 
you feel you had to take action. And note that admission officers will be able to tell if your essay was edited by an adult. 
Ask a Teacher or Parent to Proofread 
Don’t  turn your essay in without proofreading it, and don’t rely only on your computer’s spell check to catch mistakes. A 
spell-check program will miss typos like these: 

·  "After I graduate from high school, I plan to get a summer job." 
·  "From that day on, Daniel was my best friend." 

Do ask a teacher or parent to proofread your essay to catch mistakes. You should also ask the person who proofreads 
your essay if the writing sounds like you. 
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College Interviews: The Basics 
�
The college interview is a part of the college application process at many colleges — but not 
all of them. You may meet in person to talk with someone from the admission office, a 
current student or a graduate of the college. Or you may be able to take part in a video 
interview, often via Skype. 
 
The interview is rarely the deciding factor in whether the college will accept you, but it can 
give a representative from the college a chance to get to know you better. And the interview 
gives you a chance to: 

 
·  Show your interest in the college. 
·  Share information about yourself beyond what’s listed on your transcript. 
·  Bring up anything in your record that you’d like to explain, like a temporary drop in your grades. 
·  Discuss your goals and the reasons you want to attend the college. 
·  Ask questions about the college. 

What to Expect 
You’ll talk one-on-one with the interviewer. If your parent comes with you, he or she probably won’t be in the room during 
the interview but may get a chance to talk to the interviewer afterward.  An interviewer may ask questions like “Why do 
you want to go college?” and “Why do you want to attend this college?” He or she may also ask about your high school 
experiences, your hobbies and your accomplishments.  
 
The interviewer will also ask if you have any questions. Asking questions shows the interviewer that you’re interested in 
the college, and it allows you to get information you can’t find on a website or in a brochure. If you’re interested in a 
certain major, ask what the program is like. If you’re planning to live on campus, ask about campus life. Just try to avoid 
asking questions that you can easily find answers to on the college’s website. 
 
First, find out whether interviews are required, optional,  or not offered at all . If the college requires or offers 
interviews, look on the college’s website or contact its admission office to find out what you have to do to set one up. If 
you have to travel to the college to interview, you may want to schedule a campus tour for the same trip. 
 
After you’ve scheduled an interview, you can do several things to prepare. One important step is to research the college  
so you feel ready to talk about why the college is a good fit for you. Another good idea is to do practice interviews with 
family members and friends . Get more information about how to prepare. 
 
Just remember that while it’s smart to get ready in advance, you shouldn’t memorize answers to common interview 
questions or compose a speech — the interview should be a conversation. 
 
 

Interview Tips 
 
1.  Be yourself . Arrive early. Relax. Smile. Greet the interviewer with a firm handshake. Make eye contact. Show self-
confidence.  
Bring several copies of your resume’. Do not assume that each interviewer has one. Send a thank-you note to your 
interviewer after the interview. 
 
2. Try to have an enjoyable conversation with someone new, rather than simply waiting to answer questions. Be 
engaging. An interview is a two-way conversation. Be prepared to hold up your end of the conversation. Even if your 
interviewer has many questions, don’t be afraid to ask your own follow-up question, go off on a tangent, or steer the 
conversation in a different direction. Do your research on the college before the interview so you can ask informed, 
intelligent questions. 
 
3. Don’t give one word answers . Ideally, your interviewer will ask open-ended questions, but try to offer more than a 
simple “yes” or “no” if possible. Converse. Speak slowly and clearly. Avoid using slang or other inappropriate language. 
Be a good listener. It is important that you answer the question that is being asked and stay on topic. 

 
4. Dress appropriately . No, you do not need to wear a suit or dress for every interview. Wearing a BC t-shirt when you 
go to interview at BU, however, is not a good idea! You want to be comfortable, so find clothes that show respect for the 
occasion but also don’t leave you tugging at necklines or waistbands. 
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5. Think about your body language . Do you look uncomfortable and stiff? Are you fidgeting with your shoelaces, twirling 
your hair, scratching your neck, biting your nails? Send a message that says you are confident and comfortable. 
  
6. Reflect your interviewer . Is her body language relaxed and informal? If so, no need to sit primly with your hands 
folded on your lap. Is he smiling and making jokes? You should feel free to have a bit of fun, too, rather than be straight-
faced the entire time. Does your interviewer seem to come to life when you mention the fact that you have studied kenpo 
karate? No harm in pursuing that line of conversation, even if you had been answering a question about an entirely 
different subject. 
 
7. Think about the information that the college will s ee in your application – and what they won’t see . If you feel 
like you will be unable to adequately represent your commitment to environmental issues in a few short lines on the 
application, perhaps the interview will allow you to more fully address what you do - how you converted your car to bio-
diesel, started a recycling program in your hometown, traveled to the rainforest - and why it is important to you. Rather 
than repeat everything that will appear in your application, strive to tell your interviewer something unusual about yourself 
that won’t be represented in your forms for admission. 
 
8. If you are meeting with a student interviewer, don’ t slip into a “too casual” mode . It is never appropriate to ask a 
student interviewer questions which will reflect poorly on you. For example, asking whether or not the campus police are 
strict about drinking or professors will let you turn papers in late is not a good idea. 
 
9. Lastly, consider the fact that this might be the ei ghth interview an admission officer has done that w eek, or 
even that day . Wouldn’t he be more interested, and wouldn’t you make a more lasting impression, if you talked about 
something that is unique to you? Perhaps you could mention an unusual hobby, an experience you had while working at 
McDonald’s, or a discussion you and a teacher had that led to you researching a particular topic. Sometimes, it is one of 
these quirky facts that stands out for an interviewer rather than hearing about a leadership role you have on the field, in a 
club or the great grades and scores you have. It might be much easier to remember (and want to advocate for in the 
admissions process) the young man who worked with his three siblings in his family’s paint store every summer for the 
past ten years than the one who was president of student council. 
 
Questions an Interviewer Might Ask 

• What interested you in our college? 
• Why is our college the right one for you? 
• What can you contribute to our college? 
• What are your strengths and weaknesses as a   
student? 
• What three adjectives best describe you? 
• How would you describe yourself to  
   someone who doesn’t know you? 
• Who are your heroes? 
• What has been your greatest personal challenge? 

• What at takes up most of your time, outside of school? 
• How do you see yourself spending your free time in 
college? 
• What do you look forward to/fear the most about 
college? 
• What do you expect to gain from a college education 
• How have you prepared yourself for college? 
• What reason(s) would you give to the admissions 
committee 
   to convince them to admit you? 

 
Questions to Ask an Interviewer 
• Did you attend [College You Are Visiting]? 
• As a graduate/employee of this college,  
   what do you like most about it? 
• What do you wish was different? 
• What contact do students have with professors  
   outside of classes? 
• Do the professors teach all the classes?  
   Who conducts discussion sessions? labs? 

 

• What are the current issues of greatest importance to 
   students/faculty? 
• What changes are planned - new buildings/programs? 
   elimination of any programs? 
• What makes this college different from other 
   colleges/universities? 
• Ask questions specific to their institution – about 
curriculum, unique programs, departments, etc.  
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There are billions of dollars of financial aid available to students who need help paying for 
college. If you want this assistance, it’s important that you determine your eligibility and apply on 
time. 
How many college students get financial aid? 

How many college students get financial aid? 
About two-thirds of full-time undergraduate college students receive some type of financial aid in the form of grants, 
scholarships, loans or work-study. Approximately 39 percent of financial aid dollars awarded to undergraduates are in the 
form of federal loans, and the rest are grants, scholarships, federal work-study, and tax credits and deductions. 
Can I afford to go to college? 

Can I afford to go to college? 
Despite all the news stories about rising college prices, a college education is more affordable than most people believe. 
There are many colleges that provide an excellent educational experience at a price you can manage. Public college 
prices are much lower than you might expect. 
 

Does applying for financial aid hurt my chances of being admitted? 
Not usually. You are generally admitted based on your academic performance and the qualities you bring to the campus 
community. Colleges want to admit a diverse group of students and often use financial aid to achieve that goal. It is very 
important to apply for financial aid early in the application process, before all of a college’s funds are allocated. 
Do I qualify for aid even if I don’t get straight A ’s? 

Do I qualify for aid even if I don’t get straight A ’s? 
It's true that many scholarships reward student performance in high school, but most government aid is based on financial 
need. Remember, if you do receive need-based aid, you must remain in good academic standing to renew your aid 
annually. 
Are private colleges out of my reach? 

Are private colleges out of my reach? 
Although the cost of college is certainly an important factor, you should not concentrate on it until later in your college-
selection process. Instead, focus on finding a college that is a good fit — one that meets your academic, career and 
personal needs. 
 

In some cases, you might have a better chance of receiving aid from a private college and end up paying a lower total 
price than at a public college. Private colleges often offer more financial aid to attract students from every income level. 
Is my family’s income too high to qualify for aid? 

Is my family’s income too high to qualify for aid? 
Financial aid is intended to make college available to students from many different financial situations. College financial 
aid officers consider family income, the number of family members in college, medical expenses and many other factors 
when reviewing your financial aid application So, even if you think your family income is too high for you to qualify for aid, 
you should fill out the free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as soon as possible after January 1. This form 
determines your eligibility for federal and state student grants, work-study and federal loans.  
 

The best way to get an estimate of how much financial aid a college will offer you — and therefore how much you’ll really 
pay to go to that college — is to use the college’s net price calculator. Most colleges have these tools on their websites. 
Net price calculators give you an estimate of your net price for a particular college — that is, the cost of attendance minus 
the gift aid you might get. Learn more about net price. 
Should I work while I’m attending college? 

Should I work while I’m attending college? 
Students who attempt to juggle full-time work and full-time studies may have difficulty completing their academic 
programs. However, students who choose to work a moderate amount often do better academically. You may find that 
working in campus jobs related to your career goals may be a good way to manage college costs, get experience and 
create new ties with the university. 
Can I try to get my aid award revised? 

Can I try to get my aid award revised? 
Some colleges may be willing to review your financial aid package if your financial situation changes. Consider discussing 
these changes with the financial aid office if your family has experienced an unexpected decrease in income or increase 
in expenses since you applied for financial aid. 
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Applying for scholarships is a lot like applying to colleges. You start with a large number 
of possibilities and cut that down to a short list of choices. Then you have to complete 
and submit applications that include essays, recommendations and lists of 
achievements that highlight your best qualities. 
 
You may hear various suggestions about the best way to apply for scholarships. The 

truth is, what works for one person may not work for another. There are no secrets to applying. The best advice is to use 
common sense and follow directions. 
Don’t Miss Deadlines 

Start Early.  Some scholarships have deadlines early in the fall of senior year.  
 

Plan Ahead. Mark the due dates on your calendar and work your way backward to figure out how much time you’ll have 
to get each piece of the application finished. 

Start Your Research Early 

Search for Scholarships.  Researching scholarships, requesting information and application materials, and completing 
applications all take time.. If you have a question about whether you qualify for a certain scholarship, contact the 
scholarship sponsor. There’s no point in applying for a scholarship you’re not eligible to receive. 
 

Apply, Apply, Apply.   Since it does not cost (or should not ever cost) any money to apply for scholarships, it would not 
hurt for you, if time permits, to apply for as many scholarships as possible. 

Get Organized 

Be Organized.  Make a separate file for each scholarship and sort the files by application due dates.  You should also 
gather the items you’ll need to apply. Many scholarships ask you to send some or all of the following: 

·  High school transcript 
·  Standardized test scores 
·  One or more essays 
·  One or more letters of recommendation 
·  Proof of eligibility for the scholarship (for example, proof of membership in a certain group) 

 
You might also need to prepare for an interview. And if you’re competing for talent-based scholarships, you’ll probably 
need to audition or submit a portfolio. 
Follow Instructions 
Stick to the word limit for the essay. If supporting materials are not requested in the application, don’t send them. 
Use common sense, start early and follow directions. 
Check Your Application 

Always follow directions and complete required sect ions. Before you send the application in: 
·  Make sure you filled in all the blanks. You can contact scholarship sponsors if you aren't sure how to fill out part of 

the application. 
·  Make sure your answers are readable. If you can, fill out the application online. If you have to write out the 

application, print neatly. 
·  If you're reusing material (such as a cover letter or an essay) from another scholarship application, make sure you 

haven't left in any incorrect names. 
·  Proofread your application. Run spell check and grammar check on the application. Also, have someone else 

read your essays to catch mistakes and give you feedback. 
·  Remember to sign and date your application. 

Keep Copies of Everything 
Having copies of your scholarship application makes it easy to resend quickly if application materials get lost in the mail. If 
you’re applying for a scholarship online, save copies of your work on your computer. 
Track the Package 
If you’re submitting your application by mail, consider using certified mail or requesting a return receipt to confirm that your 
materials arrived at their destination. 
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Don’t Let Your Money Be Stolen! 
 
Look out for these 6 Warning Signs. 
 

 
1.   “This scholarship is guaranteed or your money back.” 
         No one can guarantee that they’ll get you a grant or scholarship.  
         Refund guarantees often have conditions or strings attached.   Get refund policies in writing -- before you pay. 
 
2.   “You can’t get this information anywhere else. ” 
        There are many free lists of scholarships. 
        Check with your school guidance counselor before you decide to pay someone to do the work for you. 
 
3.   “May I have a credit card or bank account numb er to hold this scholarship?” 
        Don’t give out your credit card or bank account number on the phone without getting information in writing first. 
        It may be a set up for an unauthorized withdrawal. 
 
4.   “We’ll do all the work.” 
        Don’t be fooled. There’s no way around it. You must apply for scholarships or grants yourself. 
 
5.   “The scholarship will cost some money.” 
        Don’t pay anyone who claims to be “holding” a scholarship or grant for you. Free money shouldn’t cost a thing! 
 
6.   “You’ve been selected by a ‘National Foundatio n’ to receive a scholarship,” or  
      “You’re a finalist” in a contest you never en tered. 
        Before you send money to apply for a scholarship, check it out. Make sure the foundation or program is legitimate. 
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If you’ve received acceptance offers from more than one college, congratulations! Your hard 
work has paid off, and now you get to choose which college is best for you. Don’t worry about 
choosing that one perfect college — there’s no such thing. The bottom line is that college is 
what you make of it: What you do while you’re there matters more than the college name on 
your diploma. Here’s how to make your decision. 
 
You don’t have to decide overnight, but don’t miss the reply deadline. You already have a lot of 
information about each college, but digging a little deeper can help you make the best choice. 

 

Ask questions . Create a list of any questions you still have about the colleges you’re considering. You may want to get 
answers to questions like these: 

·  How many students return after freshman year? How many graduate? 
·  Does the college offer a lot of majors I’m interested in? 
·  What can I do for fun? 
·  What kinds of students feel at home at this college? 

 

Get answers . The best place to get an answer depends on the question. Here are some of the resources that can 
provide information: 

·  People who work at the college 
·  Current students at the college 
·  The college’s official website and its College Search profile 

 
As you search for answers, it’s important to use only trustworthy sources of information and to recognize the difference 
between fact and opinion. A college’s official website and its admission officers are often the best sources of factual 
information about that college. 
 

Visit — or revisit — the campuses . If possible, check out a college campus to get more information. If you can’t visit 
a campus, call or email the admission office with your questions. Ask if someone there can put you in touch with current 
students and recent graduates. Your high school counselor and teachers also may know students who graduated from 
your high school and now attend the college. 
 

Think things over . You've done research and asked questions. Now it's time to check your own thoughts and feelings. 
Ask yourself questions like these: 

·  How did I feel when I was on campus at each college I visited? 
·  Which colleges best match my list of must-haves? 
·  At which colleges can I imagine myself as successful and happy? 

 

Compare the colleges . Use your new information to sort the colleges by what they offer and what you want. Make a 
list of the pros and cons for each college. You can also use College Search to compare up to three colleges side by side. 
Compare Financial Aid Awards 
This is an important step for many students. The Compare Your Aid Awards tool lets you compare up to four offers side 
by side. Talk to your family about which colleges work best financially. You should make decisions about financial aid, 
such as whether you should take a student loan or work-study job, together. 
Make Your Decision 
You don’t have to decide overnight. Many colleges don’t expect your final decision until May 1, so you have some time to 
make up your mind. But remember that colleges are serious about reply deadlines. If you don’t send your deposit in time, 
you risk losing your place. 
Respond to the Colleges 

Respond to the college you’ve decided to attend . Make sure to send in the following items by the deadline: 
·  Your acceptance letter 
·  A deposit 
·  A separate acceptance letter for financial aid, if required 
·  Any other required items 

 
Respond to the colleges whose offers you're declini ng. Send a brief note to the other colleges to thank them 
and turn down their offers. This frees up places for other students. 

Adapted from You Got Accepted - Now What? www.collegeboard.com�
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The next few months are going to be busy and exciting as you prepare to go to 
college. Before you arrive on campus, use the following checklist to make sure 
you stay on track: 
 
 

 
_____ Read and respond promptly  to all the information and forms you receive from your college. You’ll need to set 
up orientation activities, financial aid, housing, meal plans and more, so be careful not to miss any deadlines. 

 
_____ Send in your tuition deposit  to save your place in your college’s freshman class. Sending in your deposit late 
could cause a serious problem. If the deposit deadline is not clearly listed, contact your college’s admission office to find 
out the due date. 

 
_____ Accept your financial aid offer . This is separate from your college’s acceptance offer. You don’t have to 
accept the entire financial aid package; you might want to take out a smaller loan, for example. Decide what to accept and 
then complete and return the form by the deadline. 

 
_____ Take care of loan paperwork . If you’re accepting a loan as part of your financial aid package, you’ll probably 
need to fill out the loan application before the start of the semester. Learn more about college loans. 

 
_____ Choose housing  if you won’t be living at home. If you’re going to live in a dorm, your college will send you 
housing information as well as a contract that you must return. If off-campus housing is an option you’re interested in, 
contact your college’s housing office for help. 

 
_____ Select a meal plan  if you’re living on campus. (Enrolling in one may be mandatory for on-campus students.) Off 
campus students may also have the option of signing up for a meal plan. 

 
_____ Send your final transcript  to your college. Normally, you’ll just need to confirm that your counselor has mailed 
it to your college's admission office. 

 
_____ Check computer requirements  to see if incoming students need to have a computer. Some colleges may 
help students buy a computer. 

 
_____ Contact your roommate  if you’ll have one and if your college makes contact information available. This will 
allow you to get to know your roommate in advance and coordinate with him or her about what to bring to college. 

 
_____ Get a physical  before college starts. Most incoming college students have to submit the results of a recent 
physical exam and their vaccination history before they can register for classes. 

 
_____ Attend pre-orientation programs , if they’re offered. These programs let first-year students meet one another 
and can be a great way to ease into campus life. 

 
_____ Find out if you have to take placement exams  to determine your level in reading, writing, math or other 
subjects. Your standardized-test scores may enable you to skip some placement exams, but look into testing 
requirements and exam schedules. Learn more about placement exams. 

 
_____ Thank your supporters . Your counselors, teachers, coaches, scholarship sponsors and family all probably 
helped you get to college. Let them know how much you appreciate their efforts. 
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Do shopping and packing to go away to college feel like overwhelming tasks? It's a good 
idea to start early and be as organized as possible.  
 
Be a Savvy Shopper  
Make a budget and stick to it -- and keep in mind that not everything you take to college 
needs to be new. You may already have many of the things that you'll need. Shop smart. 
Coupons, warehouse clubs, and frequent-buyer cards can help you stretch your buying 
power. Discount houses or consignment shops can also be bargain goldmines. Try these 

places first and then fill in as needed. Older brothers and sisters or friends may be able to pass along some of the 
necessary items as well.  
 
What Do You Have? What Do You Need?  
Before you start shopping, take an honest inventory of what you have. Separate out the "nice-to-haves" from the essential 
items. If you still need them, you can retrieve them during one of your homecoming breaks. If you still have more than you 
can manage during your trip, separate out some of the nonessentials and arrange to have them shipped to you after your 
arrival.  
 
Getting Your Stuff to the Dorm  
If you're flying to school, not driving, you'll need to think about how to get all of your stuff there. There are a few options to 
consider. You can shop at home, and ship all of the things you will need to school via UPS or another shipping service. 
Airlines may also let you pay extra to air freight your packages. That can be an expensive option, so compare prices 
before making a decision. You may also want to do your shopping once you get to school. This might be easier if you 
have a way of getting all your things back to the dorm. It can be hard juggling all of your shopping bags on public 
transportation.  
 
Tips for Stocking Your Dorm Room  
 

·  Shop early  -- it minimizes stress and promotes family harmony. You don't want to spend your last few weeks at home 
arguing with Mom and Dad about what you're planning to take with you.  

 

·  Don't forget the things that will make your dorm ro om feel like home  -- photographs of family and friends, 
important mementos, or anything else that will make your new room your own space.  

 

·  Don't underestimate how often you'll be doing laund ry -- 21 pairs of socks may seem like a lot, but three weeks 
fly by when you're busy settling into college life.  

 

·  Don't bring a full four-season wardrobe . Remember that most dorm room closets are fairly small. You'll be able to 
retrieve extra stuff from home during breaks.  

 

·  Check with roommates to avoid duplication  -- space is tight (so are electric outlets, generally) so divvy up the large 
items.  

 

·  Duffle bags are great  -- they can be stored under a mattress when not in use (just don't forget they're there!).  
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What could be more exciting than planning the big move from your parents’ house to your very own “dorm sweet dorm?” 
Equipping your dorm room with everything you’ll need for your first year at college can be a daunting task. Start early to 
avoid the ‘last minute rush and crowds’ and so you will also have a better selection of merchandise. Check with your 
roommate regarding ‘shared items.’  
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“I met my best friends living in the dorm.” 
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If you're like many students, college will be the first time you share your living space with someone other than family. This 
new experience can be both fun and challenging. 
 
Sharing a space can help you become a more open person. 
The Benefits and the Challenges 

Here are some of the things you can expect: 
·  Company:  Your roommate is new to college too, so you can learn how to navigate campus life together. 
·  Support:  It's nice to have someone who can wake you when you sleep through your alarm or bring you soup  

when you're sick. 
·  New perspectives:  Your roommate might introduce you to a different culture or new points of view. 
·  Shared activities and interests:  You may have a roommate who likes to do the same things as you. 
·  Lack of privacy:  You may not have the privacy you're used to and may have to seek out places - like the library 

to get it. 
·  Lifestyle differences:  If your roommate's habits, personality or schedule are very different from yours, it can be 

hard to adjust to living together. 
Strategies for Success 
Communicating often and openly is essential for any successful relationship. If you need help discussing something with 
your roommate, take advantage of the resources your college provides. Talking to your resident advisor (RA) is a good 
starting point.  
 
Here are some other tips for maintaining a good rel ationship with your roommate. 
 
Make rules and respect them:  A strategy that worked for Alicia, a college freshman, was coming to an agreement with 
her roommate early in the year that set the boundaries for how they would live together. For example, she and her 
roommate agreed that if one of them is trying to study, the other won't blare music or will record TV shows to watch later. 
After you agree on guidelines, respect them. 
 
Compromise:  You and your roommate won't agree on everything, so you'll both have to make some compromises. For 
instance, if one of you is messy and the other likes things neat, the untidy one should keep the shared areas of the room 
clean. And the neat one should overlook untidiness in the roommate's area. 
 
Show courtesy:  If you behave politely to your roommate, your roommate is likely to follow your lead. Wish your 
roommate luck on an exam. Ask if you can pick up something while you're running errands. As Axel, a college freshman, 
says, “When you have to deal with someone every day, … it’s important to stay on good terms.” His advice is to try to 
make your roommate happy that he or she wound up with you. 
 
Living harmoniously with someone requires communicating, compromising and respecting differences. And mastering 
these life skills may be the most valuable lessons you’ll learn outside the classroom. As Jessica, a college sophomore, 
puts it, sharing a space can make you “a new and more open person, and you learn about yourself in the process.”  
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“Don’t cry because it’s over. 
Smile because it happened.”�
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